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Editorial _ _ _ __
"Try to draw profit from God's good time"

I was struck, as I re-read some Libermann
lately, by the way he judges what upsets plans he
has in the apostolate.
He writes of the collapse of the first mission
to Haiti, put down to Haitian government
opposition, "it was ,wt yet the moment set down in
God's design", and of the setback of the first
attempt at uniting the two Institutes, "divine

Providence's time had not come. God wanted there
to be more (of Libermann and his companions)
before making them and the community of the Holy
Spirit one, and to entrust more signal works still to
them ...". After the disaster of Guinea, "/ do not
dare shoulder all these calamities, being convinced
it all happens within a merciful plan for us and this
misfortunate peopk•.. ".

Missionaries from the South
Each of these missionaries ad extra from the South has heard
and answered the same call as their predecessors, "leave your

country, your kindred and your father's house for a country which
I shall show you ... " (Gn 12:1). It is not just going to another

place, but a faith pilgrimage to a different people, c~lture,
religion, in the name of Christ's love... As they labour m the
field they share their thoughts on their incoming, settling down,
culture and language shocks, how they stand as missionaries
come "from the South" and through the facts of the work they
are doing, on different facets of mission and evangelisation.

There are other examples could be mentioned.
Each time it seems Libermann, having learned
from his own experience, wants to get his men,
as the famous 1847 letter to the community of
Dakar puts it, "to draw profit from God's good
time". He wants to inspire a trusting faith-vision.
If God lets this happen, He is trying to make us
more ready for what He has in store for us !
Who has not met setbacks like this, terrible
ones ? Ones bringing us skidding to a halt,
forcing us, in faith, to reinterpret the mission we
have: a visa that never comes, being appointed to
administration, ill-health or an accident that hits
without warning, co-workers who quit, chaos or
bungling in the civil order that seems to wipe
out all the work that has been put in ...
Our own paralysis or failure to measure up
certainly are not to be set down to Divine
providence ! But should we be stopped short like
this, despite ourselves, we can experience the
spiritual and apostolic fruitfulness of such
moments, "Ah, if I had only taken time out
earlier on ! I see now I needed a break... Had I
got going as planned, I'd have done "lots of
things"... ".
Blessed are we, if we know how to "profit from
God's good time" and become more ready for the

job He has in store for us !

Fr Jean-Michel JOLIBOIS, General Councillor.

Consecration to the apostolate (East African Province October 1993)
•
Our contributors are - Central African Foundation, Innocent Nzemba
from Zaire, at Sidi-bel-Abbes, Algeria since 1991 and Norbert Kitoumou
from Congo, at Bangui, Republic of Central Africa for three years.
Brazilian Province, Orlando Zanovelii, parish of Pikene, Dakar, Senegal
since the end of 1991. Nigerian Province, Innocent Njoku, French Guiana
since 1991, parish on the Maroni river and Anthony Amadi, Group
superior, Mutare, Zimbabwe. East African Province, Peter Assenga, in
Uganda since 1991, parish at Mulago. West African Foundation, Fidelis
Faerenga, Pastoral Centre at Makeni, Sierra Leone.

First impressions
"Coming from the heart of Africa, Zaire, where the Church
has a flourishing and spellbinding liturgy, ending up here, where
the Good News of Christ born and risen for our salvation is like
a letter returned "Unknown", I may well wonder what ever I
came here to do. However, I am blessed to get the chance to
learn and appreciate a measure of mission represented by being
with others who live by faith but not my religious convictions,
and with whom I must learn to dialogue. Time however had to

be taken to get to there, learning all the people's
otherness, Islam, travels inside the country, a little of the
local dialect, reading, information gathering, training".
(Innocent Nzemba, Algeria)

"The

sheer
mass
of the
work
o u r
predecessors
have
already
done
is one
of the
shocks
I had
that most impressed me since my arrival here. Many
stories I've heard - founding missions, studying languages
(grammars and dictionaries) and foremost how they
helped set up the Church in Senegal. This is all
important to me. Makes me think, evokes respect for my
predecessors.
What is more, I'm right in the heart of Islam. I'm
from a Christian country, 85% Catholic. Here it is the
opposite, 85% is Muslim. In Brazil every town and
village has a church. Here it's a mosque. So relationship
with the people and the civil power is different. Here
Christians are a minority, with all that entails. I hear talk
of "pressures" to make people become Muslim".
Orlando Zanovelli, Senegal (pictured visiting an elder).

Communicating and inculturation
"Language is a vehicle of expression and
communication, and it is indispensable for easy insertion
in a new milieu. New Provinces and foundations, in
collaboration with the Generalate and the receiving local
church, must set aside a reasonable budget and adequate
enough time for members to learn a new language.
Sometimes lack ofrersonnel leads to too much hurrying
to the detriment o the missionary.
Knowing the culture of a people comes from living
with them. By living, I mean, getting interested and
involved in events around one - births, deaths,
anniversaries - all moments of joy or sorrow celebrations, both spiritual and social".(Innocent Njoku,
Guyana)

"The challenges I am facing now are: first, learn one
of the many local languages, Wollof; second, avoid
"cultural arrogance", (acting as though I were superior)
when I deal with people. Each of us, different though we
be, is capable through brotherhood of doing his bit for
universal evangelisation". (Orlando Zanovelli, Senegal)
"The first thing I observed on arrival here was a sharp
difference in culture because the dominant language
spoken here is quite different from all the languages in
The first approach therefore results in
Nigeria.
withdrawal, which inhibits in itself, but is instinctive.
One resents ridicule. This is so because man naturally
does not want to be exposed or laughed at. However,
language is such a powerful instrument that without it
one is out of place, moreover as a missionary, one can
not operate or rather operate effectively without the
peoples'languages.
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The idea of going out of oneself trying to reach the
people, will force a missionary to try and learn the
Ianguage".(Anthony Amadi, Zimbabwe)
"Work in the ministry at
Notre Dame d'Afrique has
been an enriching
experience. I have
discovered the gbumbi
(basic community), through
which the whole of parish
and church life is woven. I
was so welcomed by these
gbumbi when I got here. I
set to work to listen and to
look, convinced I was
getting to the difference
between our cultures.
Charity, 'ndoye', and an
openness to others are
other strong points in the
life of these communities.
Here tradition and ethnic distinction do not stop people
getting together". (Norbert Kitoumou, Bangui)
"After a year and a half in this parish I am getting
used to the people. The people here are very generous
and hospitable. Being a stranger, they have made me
feel at home. What I have observed is that they get to
love you especially when you can communicate with
them in their language. They go even to the extent of
giving you the name of one of their clans, so that you
belong to a certain clan. What is very remarkable in
these people is the way they are keen on their culture.
They have interesting elements especially in matters
concerning marriage and funeral rites. The local church
has its own regulations concerning these rites. I find
them interesting especially from the point of view of
inculturation".(Peter Assenga, Uganda)
"In the
Maro n i
region,

t h e

Alukus
(Boni),
t h e
Saramakas,
t h e

Djukas
a n d

t h e

Paramakas have a very .similar culture, in fact the same
"Bushi nenge libi" -- way of life. The "Bush nenges" have
tried to hold on their African origin and background.
We are in fact encouraged by the similarities, and
challenged by some dissimilarities that exist in the "Bush
nenge" culture compared to my home region. They have
kept intact a lot of the oral traditions and the magic
religious practices. We are aiming to purify those
elements in the "Bush nenge" culture which are not in
conformity with gospel exigencies. This is where we can
claim some advantages over our confreres not originating
from Africa or a similar background. The ease of
understanding, recognizing, selecting and sieving· these
elements in culture for authentic Christian integration is
the area where my African background plays a great role

in mission evangelisation. But it is not very easy with
the people. Sometimes the "Bush nenges" do not
understand us when we try to dialogue with them on
these aspects of their culture not in keeping with the
demands of the gospel. Here, we are not only seen as
"Afrika nenge" but more so as "bakra nenge" -- a black
who has been brain-washed by the white's mentality".
(Innocent Njoku, Guyana. Photo: with Choir of Kourou).

Secularism - Violence - Injustice

"In brief, if we consider the various challenges of
mission today and seek to put them in order, I think that
the most urgent problem is the moral one of
consumerism and its consequent exploitative and
oppressive structures. Commerce becomes supreme and
everything else: religion, culture, politics, social
relationship - becomes subservient. There is a loss of the
sense of transcendence. People have no time for religion.
In Sierra Leone, religion seems to be the opium of
the people. Church attendance on Sundays is very
encouraging, yet there is no time and desire for the
practice of religion outside the church. This is not an
intellectual crisis of belief, but a moral crisis of desire.
There is always the desire for more. Selfishness,
greediness, and pleasure often lead to violence against
others, to meet individual or group needs. The concern
for the common good and attention to moral and
spiritual values is breaking down.
Since the outbreak of war in Sierra Leone, violence
·seem to be on the increase. A lot of injustice is being
done to women and children, the refugees and the
displaced persons who are victims, where one finds the
roots of contemporary unjust and oppressive structures.
this is a priority of mission".(Fidelis Faerenga, Sierra
Leone)

The challenge from AIDS
"Being new in the country as well as in the parish I
had to observe and learn what my confreres were doing.
One of the main pastoral activities in the parish is
visiting the sick. My confreres had already a programme
of visiting the sick every Saturday morning in different
out-stations. As I said above most of the sick people we
have are victims of AIDS. Learning the signs of the
time our pastoral approach is more direct to the care of
the sick and especially the HIV victims. My observation
is that AIDS has a social stigma. Once somebody is
found with this disease people tend to pass judgement
saying: so you did "it", and the next reaction is to shy
away from him or her. But we forget they are the
people who need _us most, who need our care,
consolation and acceptance at this time of their
suffering. This awareness which is to be raised in our
Christian Communities is necessary. Our pastoral care
has taken this direction so as to educate people more
about this disease and how they should prevent it by
changing the behavior which has so far been approved by
society.
Since I came to this parish I was given the
responsibility of looking after the youth. Again this has
been a big challenge for me since many victims of HIV
in the parish are young. I myself attended seminars
which deal with the matter of AIDS. I also organized
seminars and recollections in the parish for the youth, to
make them aware of this dreadful disease".(Peter
Assenga, Uganda)

In an Islamic world
"We

have
relaunched
t h e
Association
of Fo·reign
Students
in Sidib e 1-

Abbes.
Eighty
came together, of 16 nationalities, 80% Moslem. To get
to know them better, I have been meeting them as best
I can so as to pick them out of the student population,
on the football field or quietly in their university
quarters. The happiness of these meetings was shared
over tea made in Nigerian, Mali, Mauritanian or Senegal
style, or maybe a dish of semolina, Congo or Guineastyle. We talked about the history of these lands, their
traditions, their religions. Africa of tradition speaks,
Africa on the way to democracy, talking of her diversity,
Africa of sufferings, miseries, civil wars, conflicts, crisis,
Africa of bubbling and irrepressible joie-de-vivre, carried
along by music and the dance.
In the course of the year there were various activities,
days of recollection shared, Muslim and Christian youth
together; talks given. There were dances, cultural
evenings and sports events. Above all of this, on the
great Christian feasts, Christmas and Pentecost, a moving
sight and joyful, to see the few Christian students side by
side with young Muslim students, nationalities all
intermingling, sing together "I believe in God, the Singer
Who makes life sing... ". How could I leave out the
Algerian families that always welcomed us with open
arms, made us members of the family. Let me mention
too the young Algerian men and women who come to
our library.
It is here in our very being present, meeting, talking
to people that we meet Christ. Herein is the spring of
waters from which we slake our thirst".(Innocent
Nzemba. Photo: with an Algerian family).

Poor in a Church of poverty
"Poverty is a real challenge to an African missionary.
The society here tends to value missionaries basically in
terms of what material support they give to people. The
ftustrating part is when an African missionary is not able to
meet the needs of people around him, especially in the case
of refugee/displaced person ministry.
On the other hand, with the presence of African
missionaries, the supportive dimension of the local church
becomes more effective. Thus an awareness is being
created towards a self-reliant church.
For mutual support among young churches, I bring to the
local church where I am working the riches of the cultural
expression of the gospel of my own local churck In tum I
carry back to my local church the riches that I experience
in the local church where I am working. In this case, I
understand mission as a community effort in exchange and
dialogue; a learning process, for in giving, we learn to
receive".
(Fide/is Faerenga, Sierra Leone)
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News Items
General Council Decisions
- September 30, confirmed the election of Fr Noel
PERROT, as District Superior of Zaire, for 3 years from
September 30 1993.
- November 3, confirmed election of Fr Javier BLANCO,
as Group Coordinator, Paraguay, for 3 years from
December 15 1993.
- November 12, made the following First Appointments:
France
Br Gregor Makowski (Poland)
Fr Sylvestre Eves (Cameroon)
Algeria
Fr Faustin Diatezulwa (Za'ire)
Cameroon
Gabon
Fr Jean-Pierre Menkouom (Cameroon)
Fr Jean-Marie Ombe-Essomba (Cameroon)
Gabon
Fr Bede Ukwuije (Nigeria)
France
Fr Christian earlier (France)
Zaire (District)
Fr Michel Boutot (Canada)
USA West
EAP
Br Peter Hotter (Germany)
Fr Paul Nanfack (FAC)
FAC
Fr Aristides D.T. Neiva (Portugal)
Angola
Zaire (Fond.)
Fr Jean J. Kasanda (Zaire)
Angola
Fr John Coleman (Ireland)
Fr Gaudence Mushi (EAP)
Kenya
Kenya
Fr Peter Kilasara Kessy (EAP)
Fr Aquiline Mrema (EAP)
Senegal
Fr Florentine Mallya (EAP)
Senegal
Fr Firmin Kiwale (EAP)
Congo
Fr Eligius Mkulima (EAP)
Congo
Fr Gaspar Mushi (EAP)
EAP
Fr John Assey (EAP)
EAP
EAP
Fr Thomas F.S. Kessy (EAP)
Mexico
Fr Francis Weiss (France)
Fr Lucas Antonio (Angola)
Angola

Fr Pierre HAAS named for Guinea
Fr Pierre Haas, former Superior General, has just
been appointed to the District of Senegal, where he is a
former Superior. This time he goes to Guinea-Conakry,
where, at Dalaba, in Futa-Jallon, he is to set up a Centre
de Formation Continue. The project is requested by Mgr
Sarah, the Archbishop of Conakry.

Assault at Nouakchott, Mauritania
Two Spiritans, Frs Paul Grasser and Rene Prevot
were violently attacked October 3, in the church at
Nouakchott. Their attacker carried a machete. The worst
injuries were to hand and arm. They were airlifted to
hospital in Paris. Father Grasser has had the left arm
amputated. Both have shown exemplary courage and
have received many, many expressions of sympathy and
support. The Spiritans have 8 men in Mauritania. Father
Innocent Nzemba moved voluntarily from Algeria to
help in the parish for a few months. Admirable
testimony to solidarity !

Splritan community opens at Kinshasa, Zaire
The confreres of FAC have moved to take respon-

sibility for a Parish at Luvulu, Kinshasa. This means they
will be able to receive Spiritans doing studies at the
university, collaborating with the Foundation of Zaire.
Past students of our Spiritan schools, organized into
UNAES at Kinshasa, have got together to bring their
support for this new foundation "in grateful
acknowledgment of the education we received from the
Spiritans in Zaire".

Cardinal Gantin visits our Generalate
Cardinal Gantin, Prefect of the Congregation for
Bishops, who comes from Benin, Africa, visited the
Generalate on October 22, presided Mass for us and
shared a meal. In his homily he noted he was "a mission
child, son of the missionaries and proud of it". Old links,
his friendships, Mgr Tchidimbo and Mgr Maurer were
mentioned. Referring to the day's text he noted as signs
of the times now: a thirst for God, thirst for
development (in this the missionaries have a part to
play) and solidarity.

Our Jubilarians
50 Years of Profession

25 March :Br Radboud HETIINGA (Holland)
50 Years of Priesthood
24 March :Fr Michel BINDAULT (France)

25 Years a Bishop

23 Febr.

:Bishop Robert de CHEVIGNY (Mauritania)

Our Dead
30
30
01
03
09
09
16
27
01
02

Sept.
Sept.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Nov.
Nov.

:Fr Cornelis GIJSBERS (Holland), 75.
:Fr Auguste RAIMBAULT (cameroon), 76.
:Fr Jean LACROIX (France), 81.
:Fr Andre GUELLEC (France), 73.
:Br Hendricus JANSEN (Nederland), 82.
:Br Manuel COELHO BARRETO (Portugal), 88.
:Br Patrick HANNAN (Ireland), 72.
:Fr Declan CROWLEY (Ireland), 78.
:Fr Adolphe CALVET (France), 84.
:Fr Henrique de SA COUTO (Portugal), 77.
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